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The  most  popular  tree  in  the  world  today  is  the  Christmas  tree.     Balsam  fir, 
spruce,  Douglas  fir,  pine       whatever  it  is,  it  will  be  beautiful  on  Christmas 
morning. 

That's  because  Christmas  trees  are  always  beautiful  —  those  green  branches 
draped  with  tinsel  and  gilded  balls,  candles  and  candy  bags,   strings  of  popcorn 
maybe  —  or  apples  or  cranberries.     Christmas  really  doesn't  seem  like  Christmas 
unless  there's  a  tree  for  the  family. 

And  it's  an  old,  old  story  that  begins  almost  with  the  beginning  of  history 
—  back  in  ancient  Egypt,  folks  brought  green  date  palms  into  their  homes  on  the 
shortest  day  of  the  year,  using  the  green  to   e  as  the  symbol  of  life  triumphant 
over  death. 

Then  there  were  the  Romans,  the  Greeks,  the  Scandinavians,  the  Druid  and  the 
Norse  legends  -  all  celebrating  the  green  tree  as  a  symbol  of  eternal  life.  Chris- 
tianity replaced  the  old  pagan  religions  and  superstitions,  but  the  evergreen  became 
the  symbol  of  hope,  life  and  merriment  ~  the  idea  of  lighting  and  decorating  the 
tree  coming  to  America  with  the  Hessian  soldiers  who  fought  against  the  Colonial 
troops  during  the  American  Revolution. 

But  thrilling  as  the  sight  of  the  Christmas  tree  may  be,   I  can  hear  homemaker 
remarking  that  the  trees  would  be  much  more  enjoyable  if  they  didn't  shed  needles 
all  over  the  floor,  and  if  they  weren't  a  fire  hazard  that  needed  watching  just 
about  every  minute.     She  knows  that  every  year  at  Christmas  house  fires  starting 
with  the  tree  cause  loss  and  sorrow. 

•••e\e  heard  a  good  deal  the  last  few  years  about  fire-proofing  Christmas  tree: 
and  what  to  d,  about  keeping  the  needles  fro*  shedding  in  our  modern,  heated  homes. 


And  the  answer  is  very  simple.     Water  is  the  answer  —  just  ordinary  water 
will  keep  the  Christmas  tree  reasonably  fireproof  and  will  help  it  to  hold  its 
needles. 

The  Department 'of  Agriculture's  wood  scientists  tried  a  number  of  chemical 
treatments,  suggested  for  making  spruce  and  balsam  fir  Christmas  trees  less  in- 
flammable, and  concluded  as  a  result  of  their  tests  that  standing  the  tree  in  water 
is  about  the  most  practical,  satisfactory  and  convenient  method  yet  devised.  Just 
stand  the  tree  in  water  to  keep  the  fire  hazard  low  and  the  needles  from  discolor- 
ing or  falling. 

Of  course,  there  are  a  few  preliminaries.     Good  results  depend  upon  having  a 
fresh  tree  to  start  with.     0ne  way  to  tell  whether  a  tree  has  been  cut  recently  is 
to  shake  it.     If  it  sheds  needles  when  you  shake  it,   it  has  probably  been  on  the 
way  from  the  forest  for  some  time.    V/hen  a  tree  is  too  old,  it  can't  take  up  water. 

So,  buy  a  fresh  tree  -  and  a  good  tree.     Of  course,  if  the  tree  comes  from 
the  farm  woodland  or  the  back  lot,  why  then  it  will  certainly  be  strictly  fresh.  A 
good  many  farmers  are  growing  their  own  Christmas  trees  these  days  -  and  it's  a 
good  idea. 

Now  the  first  step  in  keeping  the  tree  fresh  and  resistant  to  fire  is  to  out 
off  the  end  of  the  trunk  at  a  slant  about  an  inch  above  the  original  cut  end.  Even 
in  recently  cut  trees,  the  wood  dries  out  soac-hat  curing  shipment  and  handling. 
Cutting  off  the  end  provides  a  fresh  wood  surface  to  absorb  water.     It's  like  cutting 
off  the  ends  of  flower  ste.s  to  give  a  fresh  surface  to  keep  a  bouquet  fresh. 

Second  step:  Put  the  tree  in  a  container  of  water  and  keep  water  above  the 
out  at  all  times.  If  you  bring  the  tree  hone  several  days  in  advance,  cut  off  the 
trunk  and  set  it  in  water  in  a  cool  place. 

The  foresters  say  that  the  water  treatment  works  well  even  with  spruce  which 
loses  needles  very  easily  in  contrast  to  balsa,  fir,  which  holds  its  needles  even 


after  the  "branches  have  become  dry  and  the  needles  brittle. 

As  for  the  fire  risk  at  Christmas,  remember  that  freshly  cut  spruce  or  "bal- 
sam fir  trees  standing  in  water  can't  catch  fire  so  easily  from  a  candle  or  match 
flame  "but  they  won't  withstand  a  large  amount  of  heat. 

The  water  seems  to  work  with  nearly  all  kinds  of  Christmas  trees,  not  just 

the  popular  sprice  and  balsam  fir.     Chemist r  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  found 

that  eastern  rod  cedar  and  Virginia  pine  ca.  also  be  " f ireproofed"  by  standing  them 

in  solutions  of  such  chemicals  such  as  ammonium  sulfate  and  calcium  chloride. 

i 

Spruce  and  balsam  don  t  take  up  these  chemicals  as  successfully. 

A  number  of  chemicals  have  been  tested,  but  what  seems  to  hapuen  is  that 
the  chemicals  fireproofing  them  clog  the  pores  and  channels  of  the  wood,  and  stop 
penetration  of  the  solution.     Then  the  trees  lost  water  by  evaporation  faster  than 
they  could  absorb  it  and  began  to  dry  out.    But  water  inside  of  a  tree  is  excellent 
for  fire  preventing. 

So  water  your  Christmas  tree  this  year.  Water  is  cheap  and  easy  to  apply. 
And  even  if  your  tree  is  fresh  and  well  watered,  don't  be  careless  with  it.  Test 
your  electric  light  set  for  any  defective  electrical  connections  before  you  put  it 
on  the  tree.  Take  care  not  to  use  decorations  that  catch  fire  easily.  Don't  set 
the  tree  too  close  to  the  hearth  where  an  open  fire  is  burning^ — curtains  or  drap- 
eries or  other  combustible  furnishings  —  and  so  that  it  won't  trap  the  occupants 
of  a  room  or  a  building. 

But  otherwise,  it's  a  merry  Christmas  tree  this  year  —  with  just  plain 
water  —  for  the  10  million  christmas  trees  that  will  be  set  up  in  homes  in  these 
United  States. 
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